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Medical  Officer's  Report. 


Moorside, 

Little  Hulton, 

March  2nd,  1909. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Little  Hulton 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Twelfth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Little  Hulton 
Urban  District  for  the  year  1908. 


Area  of  District  in  Statute  Acres .  1,699 

Total  Population  of  all  Ages  .  7,294 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  1 ,653 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ...  4.4 


Births  registered  during  the  year  were  193  (111  males,  82 
females),  against  216  last  year,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  26.4  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  average  rate  for  the  years 
1898-1907  was  29.3. 

Deaths  in  the  district  numbered  103  (62  males,  41  females), 
corresponding  to  a  rate  of  14. 1  per  1,000,  being  only  a  slight 
decrease  on  the  rate  for  the  past  ten  years,  which  was  14.5.  This 
rate  does  not  include  the  seven  deaths  of  residents  who  were 
removed  and  died  in  your  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  Man¬ 
chester  and  Bolton  Infirmaries. 

Increment  of  Life,  viz.,  the  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  was 
90  (49  males,  41  females). 

Age  of  Death,  in  Groups. 

Under  1  and  5  and  15  and  25  and  65  and 
1  Year.  Under  5.  Under  15.  Under  25.  Under  65.  Upwards. 
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Causes  of  Death. — Six  were  due  to  “  Whooping1  Cough,  ”  four 
to  “  Enteric  Fever,”  four  to  “  Epidemic  Influenza,”  five  to  “  Diar¬ 
rhoea  and  allied  diseases,”  three  to  “Enteritis,”  fivq  to  “Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis,”  five  to  other  “  Tubercular  Diseases,”  two 
to  “Cancer,”  twenty-one  to  “  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,”  five 
to  “  Premature  Birth,”  one  to  “  Parturition,”  four  to  “  Heart 
Disease,”  two  to  “Accidents,”  five  to  “Congenital  Defects,” 
thirty-one  to  “other  causes,”  including  “Brain,”  “Kidney 
Diseases,”  &c. ,  three  of  these  being'  uncertified.  Total,  103 
deaths. 


Infant  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
number  27,  as  against  16  in  1907  and  30-  in  1906,  and  account  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  the  total  deaths.  The  causes  of  death 
were: — “Whooping  Cough,”  1;  “Diarrhoea”  (all  forms),  3; 
“Enteritis  and  Gastritis,”  3;  “Premature  Birth,  Congenital 
Defects,  &c.,”  9;  “  Atrophy,”  2;  “  Convulsions,”  1  ;  “  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia,”  6;  “  Ocher  Causes,”  2.  One  death  was  uncerti¬ 
fied.  The  infant  death-rate  is  equal  to  3.2  per  1,000  and  139.8, 
as  compared  with  1,000  births,  and  though  this  latter  rate  is  an 
increase  on  the  me. in  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  viz  :  128.6,  it  is  due 
to  the  large  number  of  deaths  under  one  week  old  ;  two  living  only 
a  few  minutes  and  others  only  a  few  hours. 


Zymotic  Mortality.-— The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
viz.,  “Smallpox,”  “Measles,”  “Scarlet  Fever,”  “Whooping 
Cough,”  “  Enteric  Fever,”  “  Diarrhoea  and  allied  diseases,” 
“  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,”  account  for  fifteen  deaths 
in  your  district,  six  being  due  to  “  Whooping  Cough,”  four  to 
“  Enteric  Fever,”  and  five  to  “  Diarrhoea,  & c.  ”  The  rate  corres¬ 
ponds  to  2.05  per  1,000,  as  against  1.3  per  1,000  last  year. 


Respiratory  Diseases. — The  deaths  due  to  the  three  main 
diseases — “  Bronchitis,”  Pneumonia,”  and  “  Pleurisy  ” — number 
21,  being  at  the  rale  of  2.7  per  1,000.  Of  these  six  were  under 
one  year  old,  three  under  five  years,  and  four  were  over  sixty-five 
years.  The  rates  lor  1906  and  1907  were  2.4  and  1.6  respectively, 


3 


4* 


Phthisis  caused  five  deaths,  responsible  for  a  rate  of  0.6  per 
i,ooo.  By  a  recent  Act  of  Parliament,  “  The  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,”  which  came  into  operation  on 
January  1st  of  this  year,  all  Poor  Law  patients  suffering*  from 
“  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ”  have  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  within  a  period  of  forty-eight  hours  after  first 
recognition  of  the  symptoms  of  this  disease.  As  you  are  aware, 
voluntary  notification  of  “  Phthisis  ”  was  adopted  by  you  in  1902. 

Infectious  Diseases.— -Sixty-nine  cases  were  notified,  twelve 
more  than  last  year,  and  of  these  thirty-three  were  removed  to  your 
Hospital. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Five  cases  were  notified, 
one  less  than  last  year.  Two  were  removed  to  Hospital,  one 
proving  fatal.  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  you  free  on  application. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  forty-three, 
as  against  thirty-four  last  year.  Twenty-two  went  to  Hospital,  of 
which  three  died,  these  being  the  only  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever. — Nineteen  notifications  were  received,  and  nine 
of  these  were  removed  to  your  Joint  Hospital.  The  disease  was 
most  prevalent  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  was  of  a 
malignant  type.  Several  of  the  cases  were  traceable  to  eating 
contaminated  shell-fish,  and  others  to  direct  infection.  As  usual, 
covered  pails  were  supplied,  and  the  contents  taken  to  the  Sewage 
Farm  and  burned.  Four  deaths  occurred. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified,  and  the  midwife  in 
attendance  was  suspended  from  practice  for  three  weeks. 

Whooping  Cough. — A  disease  not  included  in  your  compulsory 
notification  list,  caused  the  death  of  six  children,  all  of  them  being 
under  five  years  of  age.  As  infant  schools  are  the  chief  centres  for 
spreading  infection,  I  would  again  urge  the  raising  of  the  “  school 
age  ”  in  your  district,  and  not  allow  any  child  to  attend  school  until 
at  least  four  years  old. 
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Water  Supply  has  been  satisfaetory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected  but  few  improvements  have  been  made.  The  building's 
used  as  a  “  farm  ”  in  Worsley  Road  are  not  suitable  for  the  busi¬ 
ness.  1  am  pleased  to  note  that  you  have  revised  your  old  Regula¬ 
tions,  and  after  the  necessary  two  years’  limit  we  shall  be  able 
to  insist  on  the  alterations  being  made  in  the  several  farm  buildings 
to  which  your  attention  has  been  drawn. 

General  Sanitary  Matters. — During  the  past  year  several  of 
the  side  streets  have  been  paved  and  sewered,  footpaths  flagged, 
and  further  g'ood  work  has  been  done  in  the  conversion  of  privy  mid¬ 
dens  into  water-closets.  I  am  glad  also  to  report  again  both  Sewage 
Works  have  kept  up  their  high  effluent  standard.  The  emission  of 
black  smoke,  I  regret,  has  seen  little  or  no  abatement,  though 
written  warnings  have  been  sent  to  the  offenders  ;  a  prosecution 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect.  The  scavenging,  still  in  the  hands 
of  contractors,  has  not  been  done  satisfactorily,  and  as  1  have  often 
stated,  until  carried  out  by  your  own  Authority,  will  ever  be  a 
source  of  trouble  and  danger.  The  main  roads  require  attention. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Thirty-eight  inspections  have 
been  made,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  they  were  found  clean  and 
well  ventilated.  In  one  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  insuffi¬ 
cient,  and  in  two  others  unsuitable,  but  after  receiving  notice  were 
remedied.  I  am  pleased  to  state  all  the  factories  have  now  decided 
to  adopt  the  water-carriage  ”  system.  The  premises  used  for 
tripe  dressing  are  much  in  the  same  unsatisfactory  condition,  and 
one  in  particular  is  most  unsuitable  for  such  business. 


I  am, 


Yours  obediently, 


JNO.  HOLT  MARSH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vita!  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1908 

and  Previous  Years. 


YEAR. 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of 
e^ch  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
District. 

IN  THE 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Under  1 

Year  of  Age. 

At  ali 

ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000 
Birihs 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate,* 

1 898 

7256 

222 

30'S 

38 

171-1 

US 

15-84 

1899 

7236 

221 

3°‘4 

29 

131-2 

121 

1 6-8 

1900 

7256 

204 

28t 

35 

171A 

124 

17-09 

i9or 

7256 

225 

31-06 

27 

120 

I05 

14-4 

1902 

7294 

243 

33*3 

25 

102-8 

98 

13-4 

1903 

7294 

199 

27-2 

20 

100  5 

94 

12-8 

[904 

7-’94 

2  00 

27-4 

34 

170 

99 

13-5 

1905 

72  94 

2  I  t 

289 

19 

9r4 

109 

H-9 

190b 

7294 

T9+ 

268 

30 

134'ft 

104 

14-2 

1907 

7294 

2  l6 

296 

16 

74 

83 

1  r6 

A  verages 
for  years 
1898- 
1907.  ' 

29-3 

128-6 

14*5 

iqg8 . 

7294 

193 

26-4 

2  7 

139-8 

103 

I4*i 

*  R  ttes  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1699  statute. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  7294  )  At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  1653  l  of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  4  4  )  1901. 
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TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1908. 


CASLS 

NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE 

DISTRCT. 

NO  OF CASFS  REMOVED 

TO  HOSPITAL  FROM 

LOCAL!  1  Y. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

CD* 

<D 

At  Ages- 

—  \  ears. 

■v  . 

O 

At  all  A 

j  Under  I. 

vD 

O 

+-> 

*— i 

t_Tl 

o 

m 

ID 

O* 

o 

+-» 

in 

|  25  to  65. 

— <  CD 

- 

in  ^ 

■D  O. 

P 

in 

O 

►— < 

m 

D 

4— > 

1 _n 

m 

<N 

O 

4-> 

in 

in 

O 

O 

4-) 

ID 

C'* 

e  'EL 
^  57 
~  0 

j  i-p 
v  ui-i 

03  O 

O 

Smallpox  ... 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  ...  .  .  ^ 

Memb.  anous  Croup  J 

5 

... 

... 

3 

i 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  F'ever 

43 

... 

1  3 

28 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2  2 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

[9 

... 

... 

2 

9 

8 

... 

... 

... 

9 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Plague  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Totals  . 

69 

... 

13 

33 

1  2 

l  I 

... 

33 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Smallpox . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup  ... 

Croup  . 

4  Typhus . 

Fever  >  Enteric  . 

)  Other  cont’d 
Epidemic  Influenza  . 

Cholera  . 

Plague . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)  . 

Other  Tubercular  ... 

Diseases  . 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Pleurisy  . 

Other  Diseases  of 
Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 
Venereal  Diseases  ... 

Premature  Birth  . 

Diseases  and  Acci¬ 
dents  of  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases . 

Accidents . 

Suicides  . 

Decertified  . . 

Congenital  Defects  ... 
All  other  Causes . 


Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  ‘-Residents’ 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 


ID 

10 

in 

X> 

LO 

10 

VO 

a 

J- 

V 

J-H 

CD 

oS 

<d 

CD 

CD 

TD 

T3 

£ 

rA 

TD 

X3 

CD 

c n 

CL) 

C 

c 

5 

p 

rH 

J-H 

O 

P 

TD 

TD 

TD 

bJO 

CD 

X3 

TD 

C 

P 

C 

Oj 

TD 

C 

C 

rt 

a 

. — 1 

c 

Cj 

rt 

< 

"H 

LO 

LO 

t— l 

M 

10 

MD 

-> 

o 

. . . 

I 

I 

1 

6 

i 

5 

*  *  * 

i 

I 

4 

2 

2 

4 

i 

3 

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

I 

5 

*  *  * 

.  .  . 

T 

4 

5 

I 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

i5 

5 

2 

. . . 

5 

3 

6 

i 

1 

I 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  *  * 

3 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

•  •  • 

3 1 

2 

1 

T 

2 

1 6 

9 

I  IO 

27 

.4 

6 

s 

4i 

17 

All  Causes 
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TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Ade. 


Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1908),  72 94.. 
Pi  ths  in  ihe  year  (legitimate'1,  193. 

Deaths  in  the  year  (legitimate),  27. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  and  Ages,  103. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Inspection. 


I.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

I  nspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutio  s. 

Fac  I  OKIES . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

9 

2 

None. 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Liundries.) 

29 

None 

None. 

Workplaces . . . 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Total . 

3§ 

2 

II.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  0 

f  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Heath  Acts: — ■ 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

_ 

_ 

.  Insufficient . 

1 

1 

*Sanitary  Accommodation  \  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

2 

2 

(  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

T  otal . . 

3 

3 

*  Section  22  has  been  adopted,  but  no  standard  has  been  enforced. 


SURVEYOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Little  Hulton  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting*  my  eighth  Annual  Report  I  have  pleasure  in 
recording  further  progress. 

BUILDINGS. 

There  have  been  seventeen  houses  built,  of  a  much  better  type 
than  formerly.  Many  more  might  well  be  built  before  the  locality 
had  a  sufficient  supply.  It  would  be  real  progress  if  builders  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  provide  water-closets  and  dry  ashbins  in  lieu 
of  the  old  form  of  privy  middens,  and  now  that  Bolton  Corporation 
are  reducing  their  charges  for  water  to  closets  it  should  be  a  great 
encouragement.  There  are  evidences  that  during  1909  a  very 
much  larger  number  will  be  erected. 

HIGHWAYS. 

These  have  had  all  the  money  spent  upon  them  which  the 
County  Council  have  been  able  to  grant  for  the  work.  A  new 
departure  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  the  Manchester 
main  road.  Tar  grouted  macadam  has  been  put  down  for  a  length 
of  2,048  feet,  of  an  average  width  of  14-ft.  6-in.,  and  the  area 
covered  _being  3,298  square  yards.  This  work  necessitated  the 
raising  of  the  channel  and  the  kerbing  on  the  south  side  of  the 
roadway  from  Pemberton  Street  to  Clegg’s  Lane,  The  total  cost 
of  the  work  was  ^649  3s.  7d.  There  is  no  doubt  that  either  tar 
macadam  or  tar  g*routed  macadam  must  in  the  future  have  a  place 
in  our  midst.  I  have  been  carefully  watching  this  work  since  it 
was  finished,  and  its  behaviour  under  the  heavy  traffic  passing 
through  this  district  in  all  kinds  of  weather  has  so  far  been  satis¬ 
factory.  When  the  ordinary  macadam  has  been  broken  up,  and 
the  surface  completely  disturbed,  owing  to  the  combination  of  bad 
climatic  conditions  and  the  traffic,  this  tar  grouted  portion  of  the 
roadway  has  remained  good.  The  reason,  to  my  mind,  is  not  far 
to  seek.  In  this  kind  of  work  larger  particles  of  stone  may  be 


used,  say  from  2-in.  to  3-in.  in  size,  and  therefore  less  crushing 
is  done  at  the  texture  of  the  stone  than  when  it  is  broken  in  smaller 
pieces.  It  also  requires  less  rolling  when  being  laid,  and  as  there 
is  no  water  used  in  the  process,  there  is  as  a  consequence  less 
grinding  and  pulverising  of  the  material,  and  instead  of  the  traffic 
having  to  wear  away  an  already  more  or  less  disintegrated  stone, 
it  has  something  solid  to  carry  it.  Tar  being  the  binding  medium, 
it  is  more  adhesive  when  it  can  be  applied  under  favourable  condi¬ 
tions,  and  does  not  give  up  its  hold  on  the  macadam,  to  be  washed 
away  with  the  first  storm,  or  swept  away  in  the  form  of  mud,  or 
blown  away  in  clouds  of  dust,  as  is  the  case  with  the  ordinary 
macadam,  which  has  also  the  disadvantage  of  being'  dropped  in 
level  when  it  again  settles  to  compactness.  Tar  grouted  macadam 
must  be  worn  away  with  real  work.  It  is  easier  to  clean.  Does 
not  require  so  much  cleaning  as  the  old  method,  and  while  it  is 
more  costly  in  its  initial  expense,  I  am  of  opinion  that  its  life  and 
upkeep  will  more  than  compensate. 

The  special  grant  made  for  paving  from  Peel  Lane  to  Clegg’s 
Lane  was  augmented  by  the  ordinary  grant,  and  the  pavement 
was  repaired  to  opposite  No.  442,  Manchester  Road  East. 
Although  this  work  was  only  finished  sc*  late  as  August,  yet  already 
there  are  a  very  larg'e  quantity  of  setts  broken  and  fractured  by  the 
very  heavy  traffic,  and  the  time  is  rapidly  drawing  nigh  when 
granite  setts  will  have  to  be  used,  and  a  solid  and  substantial 
foundation  put  in  to  carry  the  setts  and  traffic. 


SECONDARY  ROADS. 

The  grants  for  these  roads,  namely,  Peel  Lane  and  Hilton 
Lane,  have  been  spent  on  surface  road  repairs  in  Peel  Lane,  and 
in  putting  a  drain  in  a  portion  of  Hilton  Lane,  which  had  previously 
had  only  a  drain  made  of  bricks  on  edge,  and  which  had  become 
choked.  After  having  spent  the  amount  of  the  grant,  viz.,  ^158, 
Lord  Ellesmere’s  agents  required  a  further  portion  of  work  doing 
which  has  caused  an  over-expenditure  to  occur  on  these  roads. 

I  am  sorry  the  Council  coidd  not  see  its  way  to  reconstruct 
Hilton  Lane  as  far  as  the  L.  and  N.  W.  Railway,  as  suggested 
last  year  in  my  report. 
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In  further  reference  to  Hilton  Lane,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
as  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company  did  extensive 
alterations  to  the  levels  of  the  roadway  when  they  were  construct¬ 
ing’  their  line  from  Worsley  to  Bolton,  they  are  responsible  for  the 
repair  of  the  whole  of  the  surface  of  the  roadway  they  then  altered, 
not  only  of  the  bridge  itself  but  of  the  approaches  on  either  side 
thereof.  These  approaches  are  of  considerable  magnitude,  that  on 
the  north  side  being  320-  links  and  on  the  south  side  720  links.  The 
repairs  on  this  road  have  been  very  small  for  a  long  number  of 
years  prior  to  1900,  but  since  that  time  the  building  operations 
have  been  fairly  extensive,  and  the  traffic  passing  along  is  becoming 
of  considerable  amount  and  of  a  much  heavier  kind,  and  the  road¬ 
way  is  likely  to  need  more  frequent  repairs.  Even  now  the  channel 
requires  repaving  and  the  kerbs  resetting  on  this  particular  length, 
and  the  surface  of  the  roadway  would  do  with  a  good  coat  of  metal. 

PRIVATE  STREETS. 

During  the  past  year  two  short  passages  have  been  formed, 
drained,  and  paved,  one  being  at  Virgin’s  Inn,  44  yards  long’,  and 
one  at  Back  Manchester  Road,  off  Baron  fold  Street,  30  yards  long, 
both  being  g-ft.  wide. 

Clarke  Street  at  Greenheys  has  also  been  sewered,  formed, 
and  paved,  the  length  being  50  yards  and  eight  yards  wide. 

PRIVATE  WORK. 

Much  private  work  has  been  done,  and  this  assists  in  keeping 
the  regular  staff  somewhat  fully  employed  when  other  road  work 
fails.  The  yard  at  the  British  School  has  been  paved  between  the 
school  and  chapel.  Drains  have  been  opened  and  new7  drains  laid 
in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  ever  important  work  is  ahvays  difficult  to  do  satisfactorily 
when  the  allowance  financially  is  too  small,  as  it  is  in  this  district, 
but  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  impossible  to  keep  the  reads 
clean  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction,  especially  from  Roscoe’s 
Lane  to  the  boundary  at  Farnworth,  in  consequence  of  carters  of 
coke  and  coal  so  loading  their  carts  and  lurries  that  large  quantities 
of  the  material  are  dropped  on  to  the  road  and  ground  up  into  either 
dust  or,  if  wet,  into  paste,  which  can  scarcely  be  got  off  the  road. 


1  would  again  remind  you  of  the  trouble  we  have  in  Worsley 
Road  district,  owing-  to  there  being-  neither  scavenging-  cart,  water 
cart,  sweeping-  machine,  or  snow  plough  in  that  district.  1  think 
ground  might  be  got  at  a  nominal  rental  close  to  Toppings  Bridge 
where  these  articles  could  be  kept  ready  for  use. 

LIGHTING. 

I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Council  will  be  able 
to  light  the  streets  with  incandescent  lights.  If  this  were  done 
first,  then  any  additional  lamps  might  be  fixed  afterwards,  when 
we  had  evidence  as  to  how  far  incandescent  lighting  improved  our 
roads.  The  lamp  at  Union  Foundry  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
persons  using  that  lonely  footpath  across  the  moor. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

The  sewers  have  been  cleaned  and  flushed  with  clean  water 
three  times  during  the  past  year.  The  storm  bed  at  Worsley 
Road  Works  has  been  completely  turned  over,  and  one  of  the  beds 
at  EllcnbroO'k  Works  has  been  treated  in  the  same  manner.  It 
was  found  that  the  bed  at  Ellenbrook  had  become  water-logged 
for  a  depth  of  18  inches  from  the  bottom,  and  as  a  consequence 
was  not  working-  as  it  ought.  This  has  now  been  set  right. 

The  works  in  both  watersheds  are  now  working  satisfactorily 
and  are  giving  a  good  effluent. 


Report  of  tbe  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

*  *  *  * 

SANITARY  REPORT 

The  sanitary  part  of  municipal  work  is  far  from  being  the 
least  in  importance,  as  although  no  direct  monetary  return  is  made, 
yet,  if  the  people  can  be  kept  in  good  health,  then  is  their  wage¬ 
earning  capacity  sustained,  and  the  money  may  be  used  for  other 
purposes  than  having  to*  be  spent  in  attendance  on  the  sick.  There¬ 
fore,  good  sanitary  advancement  is  really  beneficial  both  to  pocket 
and  to  health.  Realising  this,  your  Inspector  is  endeavouring  to 
get  the  district  up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  which  although 
difficult  to  obtain  in  some  instances,  is  an  object  worthy  of 
attainment. 

In  placing  before  you  a  record  of  the  work  done  during  the 
past  year  it  is  well  to  remember  that  much  more  work  than  appears 
on  the  surface  has  been  done  by  quiet  persuasion. 

As  has  been  usual  in  previous  years,  the  work  is  tabulated, 


so  as  to  make  it  brief  and  easy  to  follow  :  — 

TABLE  I. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  buildings  in  course  of  erection  71 
,,  Visits  to  premises  where  nuisances  were  found...  270 

,,  .Special  Inspections  made  of  houses .  184 

,,  V  isits  made  to  see  that  nuisances  were  properly 

abated .  490 

,,  Visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  slaughter-houses  15 

,,  Visits  to  workshops  and  workplaces  .  29 

,,  Privies  converted  to  waste  water  closets .  8 

,,  Privies  converted  to  fresh  water  closets .  24 


TABLE  II. 

Decription  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with  : — 


Defective  drains .  75 

Ashpits  and  privies .  94 

Defective  houses .  55 

,,  Spouts .  15 

,,  Yards .  16 

,,  Water-closets .  7 

,,  Slop-pipes .  8 
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TABLE  III. 


Number  of  nuisances  dealt  with .  270 

,,  Interviews  with  owners  or  agents .  71 

,,  Statutory  notices  served .  14 

,,  Visits  paid  to  premises .  988 

, ,  Visits  to  infectious  cases .  159 

, ,  Rooms  limewashed  or  papered,  & c .  239 


It  is  very  noticeable  that  the  nuisances  most  prevalent  are 
really  of  a  serious  nature,  such  as  stopped  drains,  bad  ashpits  and 
privies,  and  insanitary  houses.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report, 
however,  that  a  letter  or  an  interview  is  sufficient  in  the  majority  of 
cases  to  secure  prompt  attention. 

It  has  been  possible  to  obtain  some  sanitary  advantages  in  a 
few  instances  when  privies  and  ashpits  have  become  a  nuisance, 
as  in  24  cases  they  have  been  converted  into  water-closets  and 
dry  ashpits,  and  in  8  instances  waste  •water  closets  have  been  fixed 
up.  There  are  now  too  water-closets  and  70  waste-water  closets 
in  the  district. 

The  British  Schools  in  Worsley  Road  have  had  latrines  put 
down  in  lieu  of  the  old  deep  privies.  This  was  a  badly-wanted 
improvement. 

Water-closets  have  also  been  fh  ed  at  the  Grecian  Mills  in 
Worsley  Road,  and  latrines  are  being  fixed  at  the  Brookehouse 
Mill.  The  Greenheys  Mill  had  sanitary  conveniences  which  were 
very  objectionable,  but  latrines  have  also  been  fixed  there  during 
the  past  year.  If  we  could  get  the  school  managers  to  put  in 
latrines  at  the  St.  Edmund’s  Catholic  Schools,  the  Wharton  Pres¬ 
byterians,  and  the  St.  John’s  Blair  School,  we  should  then  have 
all  the  schools  and  mills  (where  large  numbers  of  persons  come 
together)  in  a  very  satisfactory  state. 

Infectious  Cases. — There  have  been  a  few  more  cases  this  year 
than  last,  and  I  have  included  some  statements  as  to  times  and 
localities  where  the  diseases  have  occurred, 
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TABLE  I. 


MONTH. 

Diseases  Prevalent. 

t 

Totals. 

Typhoid. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Puer¬ 

peral. 

Erysip¬ 

elas. 

January  . . . 

2 

2 

A 

T 

February  . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

-- 

i 

March . 

8 

2 

I  o 

April  . 

7 

x 

8 

/ 

May  . 

2 

6 

8 

|  une . 

6 

I 

7 

July  . 

— 

2 

— 

i 

3 

Alienist.  . . 

I 

September  . 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

October  . 

6 

5 

I 

— 

— 

I  2 

November  . 

7 

2 

I 

6 

December  . 

J 

3 

4 

— 

7 

19 

43 

5 

I 

I 

69 

TABLE  II. 


AREAS. 

Disfa 

Sc  a  let 
Fever. 

5ES  PREV 

Typhoid. 

A  LENT. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Totals 

No.  of 
Houses. 

M archester  Road  East  to 

Clegg's  La.'  e . 

9 

4 

5 

16 

626 

Clegg’s  Lane  to  tlighficld  Rd.. 

10 

7 

2 

19 

2  jO 

Gieenheys  . 

1 2 

A 

1 6 

182 

Clegg’s  Lane . 

9 

.  3 

— 

12 

294 

Worsley  Road  . 

3 

1 

— 

4 

294 

43 

19 

5 

67 

1636 

17 


TABLE  III. 

Schools  attended,  and  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occur- 
ing  at  such  schools  : — 

St.  Paul’s,  St.  Walkden.  St.  John’s,  St.  John’s,  British 

Wharton.  Peel.  Edmd’s.  Prim.  Wesleyans.  Blair.  Ellesmere.  Schools. 

99143  —  12 

There  were  seven  cases  of  children  under  school  age,  and  not 
attending  any  school,  and  seven  cases  above  school  age.  Out  of 
the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Clegg’s  Lane  five  were  in  one  house. 

The  majority  of  the  Typhoid  cases  were  clearly  traceable  to  the 
persons  having  partaken  of  shell-fish  which  were  being  sold  in 
a  neighbouring  district,  and  which  had  been  obtained  from  a  ques¬ 
tionable  source. 

It  is  expected  that  the  few  cowsheds  in  the  district  which  at 
present,  are  not  quite  as  they  ought  to  be,  will  be  put  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition  within  the  time  allowed  from  your  having  adopted 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders. 

Slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  though 
the  locality  of  one  might  be  improved  with  advantage. 

Ashpit  emptying  is  still  done  in  an  offhand  manner,  and  com¬ 
plaints  are  very  numerous  at  some  times  of  the  year. 

Several  smoke  observations  have  been  made,  but  your  Inspector 
feels  that  unless  action  is  taken  it  is  useless  work. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.  DAVIES, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


*  *  *  * 


THE  CHRONICLE  PRESS,  FARNWORTH. 


' 


•• 


- 


■ 


0  i;.  '  '  " 


.  - 


»>  ' 


*  K  *  /  K'. 


